
Comprehensive Budgeting App Evaluation Checklist:

Evaluation Criteria & Scoring System:
1. User Experience and Ease of Use (Max 20 Points):

Intuitive Interface: 0-5 points
Availability of Tutorials/Support: 0-5 points
Clear Financial Data Visualization: 0-10 points

2. Best Fit for Your Needs (Max 20 Points):
Suitability for Financial Situation: 0-10 points
Income and Expense Handling: 0-5 points
Financial Knowledge Level Appropriateness: 0-5 points

3. Goals and Progress Tracking (Max 20 Points):
Goal Customization: 0-10 points
Progress Indicators: 0-5 points
Forecasting and Scenario Planning Tools: 0-5 points

4. Cross-Platform Availability (Max 15 Points):
Multi-platform Support (Web, iOS, Android): 0-5 points
Positive Mobile App Reviews: 0-5 points
Seamless Data Syncing: 0-5 points

5. Demographic Suitability (Max 10 Points):
Couples (Joint Management/Split Expenses): 0-3 points
Families (Multiple Incomes/Goals/Users): 0-4 points
Young Adults (Debt Tracking/Goal Planning): 0-3 points

6. Integration with Other Financial Tools and Services (Max 10 Points):
Data Import from Financial Accounts: 0-4 points
Data Exporting and Sharing: 0-3 points
Financial Advisor Sharing Feature: 0-3 points

7. Innovative Features (Max 5 Points):
AI and Smart Categorization: 0-2 points
Investment Tracking and Forecasting: 0-2 points
Real-time Alerts: 0-1 points



Total Possible Score: 100 Points

Steps to Use the Checklist:
1. Review Each App: Look into YNAB, Mint, PocketGuard, EveryDollar, and Goodbudget

based on their features, user reviews, and any official documentation available.

2. Assign Points: For each criterion listed, evaluate how well an app meets the need and
assign points accordingly.

3. Sum Up Points: Calculate the total score for each app by adding the points awarded for
all criteria.

4. Compare Scores: Analyze which app has the highest score according to your priorities
and needs, indicating the best fit for you or your family.

How to Interpret Scores:
● 80-100 Points: Highly recommended; closely matches your needs and priorities.

● 60-79 Points: Good fit; meets most needs with some minor gaps.

● Below 60 Points: May require compromises; consider if specific unmet criteria are crucial
to your financial management.

This combined checklist and scoring system aims to streamline the process of selecting a
budgeting tool, ensuring a thorough and personalized assessment of each option.


